CHAPTER IV

As long as her health allowed it, the Empress
continued to show herself in Paris. She was seen,
for instance, during the first week of March, 1856,
crossing the Faubourg Saint Antoine on a visit to
the school for working girls which she had lately
founded. Later in the same day Eugenie followed
the boulevards, with the Emperor but without
escort, to examine the layette, or baby-linen, at Mile.
Felicie's in the Eue Vivienne. A few days later, she
ceased to leave the Tuileries, the Archbishop de-
manded the prayers of the diocese for her, and the
moment seemed near at hand when the Empress
might give birth to the much-desired child.

The household of the "Child of France" was al-
ready formed. Madame Bruat, widow of the well-
known admiral, had consented, to leave the seclu-
sion in which she had remained since the death of
her husband, who had succumbed on his return from
the Crimea, to accept the position of Gouverncmte.
Madame Bizot and Madame de Brandon, widows
respectively of a general and a colonel killed in the
Crimea, were chosen as assistant Grouvernantes.

On March 13th and 14th the cradle offered by the
municipality of Paris was on view at the City Hall.
It was in the form of a ship made of rosewood. On
the poop, a large draped figure, symbolizing the
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